
NEWSLETTER
Community Service Program Begins in Port Vila Through New

Partnership 

A new community  service init iat ive has

commenced in Port  Vi la  fo l lowing a MOU

between the PVCC and the Vanuatu

Correct ional  services .  

Under the program, 12  to 13  low-r isk

detainees wi l l  ass ist  with grass  cutt ing,

roadside c leaning,  and detainees wi l l  work

under the supervis ion and escort  of

Correct ional  Services of f icers  to ensure

safety and proper coordinat ion.  
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The init iat ive a ims to support  rehabi l i tat ion by helping detainees develop

responsibi l i ty ,  d iscipl ine,  and pract ical  ski l ls  whi le  giv ing back to the

community .  PVCC acknowledged the support  of  the Department of

Correct ional  Services and the Ministry  of  Just ice and Community  Services

in promoting cleaner publ ic  spaces and support ing the successful

reintegrat ion of  detainees into society .   



NEWSLETTER
Southeast Ambrym Area Council Expands Civil Registry

Services 

The Southeast  Ambrym Area

Counci l  has continued

providing important c iv i l

registrat ion services to

communit ies  f rom January

through to the f i rst  week of

March 2026 ,  with strong

focus on improving access to

identity  documentat ion.

During this  period,  the Area

Counci l  successful ly  printed

more than 220 National  ID

Cards ,  over  100 bir th

cert i f icates ,  as  wel l  as  several

marriage and death

cert i f icates for  res idents

across the area.   

The Counci l  is  encouraging al l  c i t izens ,

especial ly  parents  and school  pr incipals ,  to

ensure that  school  chi ldren have val id

National  ID cards and birth cert i f icates to

support  access to school  grants  and other

essentia l  services .  The init iat ive ref lects

ongoing col laborat ion between the

Department of  Local  Authorit ies  and the

Department of  Civ i l  Registry  and Identity

Management to decentral ize services and

bring them closer  to communit ies .  
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NEWSLETTER
Roadside Clearance Works Begin Under Community Service

Partnership.  

PVCC is  encouraging members of  the publ ic

and motor ists  to show respect  to the

detainees whi le  they carry  out  their  duties

supervis ion.  The c leaning act iv it ies  wi l l  a lso

expand to other  scheduled locat ions across

Port  Vi la  as  part  of  the ongoing init iat ive to

improve the c ity ’s  environment .  

Roadside c learance and cleaning works

off ic ia l ly  began along the airport  road in

Port  Vi la  through the engagement of

detainees under a  new community  service

init iat ive .   

The program fol lows the s igning of  the

MOU between PVCC and the Department

of  Correct ional  Services ,  a l lowing

detainees to ass ist  with c leaning green

spaces and roadside areas around the c ity .  
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PVCC and VPF Sign MOU to Strengthen By-Law Enforcement 

The Port  Vi la  City  Counci l  (PVCC) and the Vanuatu Pol ice Force (VPF)
have s igned a Memorandum of  Understanding (MOU) ,  marking an
important mi lestone in strengthening cooperat ion on law enforcement
within Port  Vi la .  

The purpose of the agreement is to establish a framework for better
coordination and more effective enforcement of PVCC by-laws across the
city  



NEWSLETTER

Sanma Province Receives Training on Upgraded CRVS System 

The init iat ive ref lects  a  shared commitment to maintaining a safer ,

c leaner ,  and more order ly  Port  Vi la  for  res idents  and v is i tors  a l ike .  

Area Administrators  and key

stakeholders  in  Sanma Province

part ic ipated in tra ining this  week

on the upgraded Civ i l  Registrat ion

and Vital  Stat ist ics  (CRVS)  System

of Vanuatu.   
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The training was faci l i tated by senior

off icers  f rom CRIM,  with support  f rom

a UNDP representat ives .  Sessions

focused on bui lding the knowledge

and ski l ls  needed to use the upgrade

system accurately ,  ef f ic ient ly ,  and

effect ively .    



NEWSLETTER

New Zealand High Commissioner Makes First Official Visit to
PVCC 

The init iat ive is  expected to strengthen the management of  c iv i l

registrat ion data ,  improve the accuracy of  records ,  and enhance access to

essentia l  government services across communit ies  in  Sanma Province.  The

upgraded CRVS system also supports  the Government ’s  ongoing efforts  to

strengthen identity  management throughout Vanuatu.  

The new New Zealand High

Commissioner  to Vanuatu,  His

Excel lency Peter  Kemp,  made his

f i rst  of f ic ia l  courtesy v is i t  to  the

Port  Vi la  City  Counci l  (PVCC) ,

strengthening the long-standing

partnership between PVCC and New

Zealand local  authorit ies .  
PVCC Commissioner  Mr .  S imon Tor  Bebe welcomed the v is i t  and

acknowledged New Zealand’s  continued support  over  the years  through

technical  ass istance,  tra ining programs,  and capacity  bui lding init iat ives

that  have contr ibuted to local  government development in Port  Vi la .  
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During the v is i t ,  the PVCC delegation

toured the seaf ront and Faturmaru Bay

precinct  re-development areas ,  part  pf  a

major  New Zealand-funded project  valued

at more that  VT 1  bi l l ion.  Discussions also

covered future renovat ion plans and

continued support  through technical

expert ise and staff  tra ining.  



NEWSLETTER

PVCC Consults Communities on Landfill Management Issues

PVCC also acknowledged local

handicraft  vendors for  their  res i l ience

and commitment fol lowing the recent

earthquake,  whi le  reaff i rming

appreciat ion for  New Zealand’s

ongoing partnership in support ing the

city ’s  recovery and development

efforts .  

The Port  Vi la  City  Counci l  (PVCC) held i ts  f i rst  consultat ion meeting with

surrounding communit ies  near  the landf i l l  s i te  last  weekend to discuss

ongoing issues af fect ing the area and identi fy  possible solut ions together .  
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The consultat ion al lowed community  members to share valuable

feedback,  concerns ,  and suggest ions on improving landf i l l  management

and addressing current environmental  chal lenges.

PVCC highl ighted that  the meeting marks an important step toward

strengthening cooperat ion with nearby communit ies  as  both s ides work

together  to improve waste management and create a  c leaner and

healthier  environment .  



NEWSLETTER
Luganville Municipal Council Pays First Courtesy Visit to

Minister of Internal Affairs 

The Luganvi l le  Municipal  Counci l  (LMC) made i ts  f i rst  courtesy v is i t  to  the

Minister  of  Internal  Affa irs ,  Hon.  Andrew Solomon Napuat ,  to  discuss key

development pr ior i t ies  and future plans for  Luganvi l le  Municipal i ty  as  the

city  continues to grow as an important economic hub of  Vanuatu.  

The delegation included Lord Mayor

Hon.  John Boe Mavutu,  the Deputy

Mayor ,  and Chairpersons of  var ious

working committees within the

Counci l .   
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During the meeting,  the Minister  reassured the delegation of  the

Ministry ’s  ful l  support  toward implementing important development

init iat ives a imed at  improving Luganvi l le  for  both residents  and v is i tors .  



NEWSLETTER
RV5 Training Workshops Strengthen Civil Registration Services

in Three Provinces 

The Department of  Civ i l  Registrat ion and Identity  Management (CRIM)

successful ly  conducted RV5 Training Workshops in Sanma and Malampa

Provinces over  recent weeks for  Area Administrators  and Community

Liaison Off icers  (CLOs) .   

The workshops,

faci l i tated by Senior

CRIM off icers  with

support  f rom a UNDP

representat ive ,  focused

on strengthening

part ic ipants ’

understanding of  the

upgraded Vanuatu Civ i l

Registrat ion system and

improving their

capacity  to support  and

faci l i tate c iv i l

registrat ion services

within communit ies  and

Area Counci ls .    
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At the conclusion of  the training,  part ic ipants  received cert i f icates of

complet ion,  conf irming their  readiness to support  the implementat ion of

the upgraded civ i l  registrat ion system across their  respect ive provinces .  



NEWSLETTER
Joint Operation Inspects 145 Shops Across Port Vila

The Port  Vi la  City  Counci l  (PVCC) ,  in

partnership with the Ministry  of  Health

and Shefa Health ,  has completed a

major  jo int  inspect ion operat ion across

al l  f ive municipal  wards in Port  Vi la ,

inspect ing a total  of  145 shops to

ensure compliance with nat ional  health

and business regulat ions .

The annual  inspect ion exercise resulted

in the conf iscat ion of  5 ,782 food i tems

found to be in breach of  the Food

(Control )  Act  No.  21  of  1993,  Food

(Control )  Regulat ion Order  No.  37 of

2007,  and the Port  Vi la  Municipal

Counci l  Food Hygiene Control  By-Law

No.  7  of  1992.  Authorized off icers

identi f ied issues including expired food

products ,  miss ing or  incorrect  label l ing,

damaged packaging,  pest- infested

goods,  and improperly  stored or

packaged food i tems.  
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PVCC acknowledged the continued support  of  the publ ic  in  report ing

unsafe products  and reaff i rmed its  commitment to working alongside

health authorit ies  to promote safer  and healthier  standards for  businesses

and consumers across Port  Vi la .  .  



NEWSLETTER
Ministry of Health and Luganville Municipal Council Sign MOU

to Strengthen Health Services.

On 13  March 2026,  the Ministry  of  Health s igned a Memorandum of

Understanding (MOU) with the Luganvi l le  Lord Mayor and the Municipal

Counci l  Chairperson to support  the decentral izat ion of  outpatient  health

services in Luganvi l le .  

t h

The partnership wi l l  a l low several  municipal  c l inics- including Sarakata

Cl inic ,  Chapui  2  Cl inic ,  Capricon Cl inic ,  St  Michael  Cl inic ,  Solwota Cl inic ,

and Pepsi  Cl inic  -  to  provide expanded outpatient  services currently

handled by Northern Provincial  Hospital  (NPH) .
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The init iat ive a ims to

strengthen Primary Health

Care services within

communit ies ,  improve access

to health care ,  and reduce the

patient  workload at  NPH by

brining essentia l  medical

services closer  to the people

of  Luganvi l le .  

Collaboration Strengthens Port Vila CBD Rebuild Efforts 

The Port Vila CBD Recovery Project Management Unit (PMU),  under the
Department of Urban and Planning (DUAP),  is  continuing to strengthen
collaboration with government agencies,  private sector stakeholders,  and
the Port Vila Central  Business District fol lowing the 2024 earthquake. 

The rebuilding efforts are being guided by the Government-endorsed Port
Vila CBD Vision and Concept Plan, with the Government aiming to
complete most major infrastructure projects by 2030 to coincide with
Vanuatu’s 50  Independence Anniversary.  t h



NEWSLETTER

PVCC and Luganville Municipal Council Strengthen Partnership 

Since i ts  establ ishment in December

2025 under the Disaster  Recovery and

Resi l ience Act  2024,  the PMU has been

working closely  with businesses ,

developers ,  donors ,  and government

ministr ies  to coordinate recovery

planning and ensure a  shared v is ion for

the future development of  Port  Vi la .  

PVCC welcomed a delegation

f rom the Luganvi l le  Municipal

Counci l  (LMC) ,  led by Lord

Mayor Hon.  John Boe Mavutu

and Deputy Mayor Hon.

Patric ia  Packet ,  during an

off ic ia l  v is i t  to  Port  Vi la  to

meet with PVCC Commissioner

Mr.  S imon Tor  and Town Clerk

Mr.  Avio Roberts .  
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The v is i t  marked an important step in strengthening relat ions between

the two municipal  counci ls  and promoting closer  cooperat ion on local

governance maters  in  Vanuatu.  Discussions focused on renewing the

Memorandum of  Understanding (MOU) between PVCC and LMC,  shar ing

resources and experiences to address common urban chal lenges,  and

col laborat ing on the v iew of  Municipal  F inancial  Regulat ions to improve

accountabi l i ty  and f inancial  management.  



NEWSLETTER
Two Foreign Nationals Arrested Following Major Drug Seizure

in Havannah Harbour

A Brit ish nat ional  and a L ithuanian

national  have been arrested after  the

Vanuatu Pol ice Force (VPF)  seized

approximately  1 .6  tones of  cocaine f rom a

yacht Havannah Harbour,  north Efate .  

The seizure was carr ied out  during a pol ice operat ion targeting i l legal

drug act iv it ies  within Vanuatu waters .  Authorit ies  conf irmed that  the

i l l ic i t  drugs were discovered onboard the vessel  during inspect ions

conducted by law enforcement off icers .

The Vanuatu Pol ice Force stated that  invest igat ions into the matter  are

continuing and reaff i rmed its  commitment to combating transnational

crime and protect ing the safety  and security  of  the country.   

MoIA Teams Conduct Spot Check and ICT Support Mission in
Torba Province 
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The Department of  Local  Authorit ies

Finance Unit  and the Ministry  of  Internal

Affa irs  (MoIA) ,  Corporate Services Unit

have conducted a jo int  spot-check miss ion

across Area Counci ls  in  Torba Province,

including a review of  asset  registr ies .  



NEWSLETTER

Foreshore Development Unit Conducts Site Inspections in
Sanma Province

The miss ion also included

support  f rom the MoIA ICT team,

who worked to update laptops,

troubleshoot and f ix  Star l ink

and Internet  connectiv ity  issues ,

and ensure government emai l

systems for  Torbna province

staff  are ful ly  funct ional .  

The act iv ity ,  carr ied out  f rom 09  to 20  March,  is  part  of  ongoing efforts  to

strengthen administrat ive systems,  improve ICT infrastructure ,  and support

eff ic ient  service del ivery across provincial  and area counci l  of f ices .  

t h t h
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Following a request from the Sanma Provincial

Government, the Foreshore Development Unit

(FDU) conducted site inspections and reviewed

key proposals for the strategic development of

jetties and wharves across the province. 

The inspections covered proposed

developments at Taiyo and Losofe wharves, as

well as discussions on the designation of

Northwest Santo and West Malo Area Councils

as provincial economic hubs. These initiatives

aim to strengthen maritime access, improve

trade and tourism opportunities, and enhance

service delivery in support of decentralization

efforts. 



NEWSLETTER

Ministry of Internal Affairs Launches Corporate Plan 2026 - 2030 

The FDU conf irmed its  support  in

assist ing the Sanma Provincial

Government with the Coordinat ion and

implementat ion of  these development

init iat ives to ensure improved

connectiv ity  and economic growth across

the province.  

The Ministry  of  Internal  Affa irs  of f ic ia l ly  launched its  Corporate Plan 2026

-  2030 today,  marking an important mi lestone in sett ing the Ministry ’s

strategic  v is ion and direct ion for  the next  f ive years  as  Vanuatu

approaches i ts  50  Independence Anniversary in 2030.   t h
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The Corporate Plan is  a  home-grown document developed internal ly  by

the Ministry  and i ts  agencies ,  ref lect ing the col lect ive pr ior i t ies ,

experiences ,  and aspirat ions of  staf f  across  the Ministry .  The plan outl ines

key strategies to strengthen governance,  improve service del ivery ,

support  decentral izat ion,  and empower communit ies  throughout

Vanuatu.  



NEWSLETTER

Leba Team Conducts Awareness Program in Tanna, Malekula
and Santo. 

During the launch,  both the Director  General

and the Minister  of  Internal  Affa irs  highl ighted

the importance of  ownership,  commitment ,

and col laborat ion in implementing the plan.

The Ministry  a lso acknowledge the

contr ibutions of  staf f ,  stakeholders ,  and

development partners  whose support  helped

shape the Corporate Plan and strengthen

future development ef forts  across the sector .  

The Leba Team recently  travel led to Tanna,  Malekula ,  and Santo to

conduct awareness programs for  communit ies  and students on career

opportunit ies ,  employment path ways ,  and workers  support  services .

During the outreach session,  each unit  del ivered presentat ions based on

their  areas of  responsibi l i ty .  Leba Konect  provided career  guidance

support  to help students make informed decis ions about future career

pathways ,  whi le  the ESU shared information on oversea ski l ls

development and internat ional  work experience opportunit ies .  
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NEWSLETTER

Geotechnical Assessments for Port Vila CBD Rebuild
Progressing Well

The Work Permit  Unit  a lso highl ighted current

ski l ls  shortages and employment

opportunit ies  within Vanuatu’s  labour market ,

whi le  the Industria l  Relat ions Unit  ra ised

awareness on workers  r ights ,  workplace

protect ion,  and avai lable welfare support

services for  employees .  
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G e o t e c h n i c a l  a s s e s s m e n t  w o r k s

f o r  t h e  P o r t  V i l a  C e n t r a l

B u s i n e s s  D i s t r i c t  ( C B D )  r e b u i l d

a r e  p r o g r e s s i n g  s t e a d i l y ,  w i t h

c o m p l e t i o n  e x p e c t e d  b y  t h e  J u l y

2 0 2 6  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e

G o v e r n m e n t ’ s  l o n g - t e r m

r e c o v e r y  a n d  r e d e v e l o p m e n t

p l a n s .  

T h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n c l u d e  1 1  c o m p l e t e d  b o r e h o l e s  a c r o s s  t h e  C B D ,

9 K m  o f  r o a d s i d e  g e o p h y s i c a l  t e s t i n g ,  a n d  a d v a n c e d  s e i s m i c  a n d

g e o p h y s i c a l  s u r v e y s  a i m e d  a t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  g r o u n d  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d

s t r e n g t h e n i n g  f u t u r e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  s a f e t y .  T h e

a s s e s s m e n t s  w i l l  h e l p  g u i d e  f u t u r e  f o u n d a t i o n  d e s i g n s  a n d  s u p p o r t

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t - e n d o r s e d  P o r t  V i l a  C B D  V i s i o n

a n d  C o n c e p t  P l a n .  



NEWSLETTER

Business Updated on Port Vila CBD Rebuild Plans 

Since December 2025,  the Port  Vi la  CBD

Recovery Project  Management Unit  under

the Department of  Urban Affairs  and

Planning (DUAP) has coordinated the project

alongside government agencies ,  pr ivate

sector  stakeholders ,  development partners ,

and the Port  Vi la  City  Counci l .  The init iat ive

is  supported through funding from the New

Zealand High Commission in Vanuatu,  with

Tonkin +  Taylor  Internat ional  Ltd leading the

technical  assessment works .  

A consultat ion meeting with members of

the Vanuatu Chamber of  Commerce and

Industry  (VCCI)  was held at  MG Cocomo

on 18  March 2026 to discuss ongoing

plans for  the Port  Vi la  Central  Business

Distr ict  (CBD) rebui ld .  

t h

The consultat ion provided an opportunity

of  businesses and stakeholders  to share

their  v iews,  ask quest ions ,  and engage

direct ly  with agencies responsible for

overseeing the CBD recovery process .

Part ic ipants  a lso recieved updates on key

government act iv it ies  a lready undertaken

and pr ior ity  areas identi f ied for

rebui lding works witht in the CBD.  

M I N I S T R Y  O F  I N T E R N A L  A F F A I R S  
MARCH 2026 https://moia.gov.vu

Ministry of Internal Affairs, Independence Park, Efate - Shefa Province 



NEWSLETTER

Labour Department Introduces National Action Plan to Combat
Trafficking in Persons 

The forum was led by Mr .  Nik

Regenvanu,  Project  Management

Unit  establ ished under the

Department of  Urban Affairs  and

Planning (DUAP) to coordinate the

Port  Vi la  CBD earthquake recovery

init iat ives .    
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The Compliance Manager of  the

Department of  Labour of f ic ia l ly  introduced

the National  Act ion Plan to Combat

Traff icking in Persons (2024-2028) ,  a imed

at strengthening nat ional  ef forts  to

address human traf f icking in Vanuatu.  

The act ion plan focuses on four  key areas :

prevention through awareness and

community  education,  protect ion and

support  for  v ict ims,  stronger prosecution

and enforcement against  of fenders ,  and

partnerships with communit ies ,

organizat ions ,  and stakeholders .    

The Department highl ighted that  combating human traf f icking requires

col lect ive act ion and encouraged the publ ic  to remain informed,  a lert ,

and support ive of  in it iat ives that  protect  vulnerable indiv iduals  and

communit ies  across the country .  



NEWSLETTER
World Bank Delegation Receives Update on Port Vila CBD

Recovery. 

A  s e n i o r  W o r l d  B a n k

d e l e g a t i o n  v i s i t e d  P o r t  V i l a

t h i s  w e e k  t o  r e v i e w  k e y

d e v e l o p m e n t  i n i t i a t i v e s

s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  W o r l d  B a n k

a n d  f i n a l i z e  a d d i t i o n a l

f i n a n c i n g  u n d e r  t h e  V A R S

P r o j e c t  t o  s u p p o r t  e a r t h q u a k e

r e c o v e r y  e f f o r t s  i n  V a n u a t u .  

D u r i n g  t h e  v i s i t ,  t h e  P r o j e c t

M a n a g e m e n t  U n i t  ( P M U )

u n d e r  D U A P ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h

P V C C ,  h o s t e d  a  p r e s e n t a t i o n

a n d  s i t e  v i s i t  f o c u s e d  o n  t h e

p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  P o r t  V i l a  C B D

V i s i o n  a n d  C o n c e p t  P l a n

f o l l o w i n g  t h e  2 0 2 4

e a r t h q u a k e .  

T h e  d e l e g a t i o n  t o u r e d  t h e  P o r t  V i l a  s e a f r o n t  a n d  c e n t r a l  m a r k e t

a r e a  t o  o b s e r v e  p l a n n e d  r e d e v e l o p m e n t  w o r k s  a n d  p u b l i c  s p a c e

i m p r o v e m e n t s  a i m e d  a t  r e b u i l d i n g  a  g r e e n e r ,  s a f e ,  a n d  m o r e

i n c l u s i v e  c a p i t a l  c i t y .  O f f i c i a l s  a l s o  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h e  W o r l

B a n k ’ s  o n g o i n g  t e c h n i c a l  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  t o w a r d  V a n u a t u ’ s

r e c o v e r y  a n d  u r b a n  r e s i l i e n c e  e f f o r t s .  
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Vanuatu Police Force and United Kingdom Sign Security

Partnership MOU

The Vanuatu Pol ice Force (VPF)  and

the Government of  the United

Kingdom signed a landmark

Memorandum of  Understanding (MOU)

today aimed at  strengthening law

enforcement capabi l i t ies  across

Vanuatu.  

The partnership wi l l  support  pol ice

training programs and community

safety init iat ives designed to enhance

pol ic ing standards and improve publ ic

security  throughout the country .    

During the s igning ceremony,  the Commissioner  of  Pol ice acknowledged

and thanked the United Kingdom for  i ts  continued support  through

previous projects  and expressed conf idence that  the partnership would

continue to strengthen cooperat ion in the future .  

Vanuatu Officially Launches Upgraded RV5 Civil Registry
System
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The Ministry  of  Internal  Affa irs  today off ic ia l ly  launched and handed over

the new RV5 Civ i l  Registry  System,  marking a major  mi lestone in

Vanuatu’s  ef forts  to modernize c iv i l  registrat ion and identity

management services .  
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T h e  c e r e m o n y  w a s

o f f i c i a t e d  b y  t h e  M i n i s t e r

o f  I n t e r n a l  A f f a i r s ,  H o n .

A n d r e w  N a p u a t ,  a n d

a t t e n d e d  b y  s e n i o r

g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s ,  t h e

N e w  Z e a l a n d  H i g h

C o m m i s s i o n e r  t o  Va n u a t u

H . E .  P e t e r  K e m p ,  a n d  t h e

U N D P  P a c i f i c  O f f i c e r

D e p u t y  R e s i d e n t

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  M r .

A b d u v a k k o s

A b d u r a h m a n o v .  T h e

u p g r a d e d  R V 5  s y s t e m

r e p l a c e s  t h e  p r e v i o u s  R V4

p l a t f o r m  i n t r o d u c e d  i n

2 0 1 6  a n d  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o

i m p r o v e  d a t a  s e c u r i t y ,

s y s t e m  r e l i a b i l i t y ,  a n d  t h e

s p e e d  o f  s e r v i c e  d e l i v e r y .  
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T h e  n e w  s y s t e m  w i l l  a l s o  e x p a n d  a c c e s s  t o  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  s e r v i c e s

a t  t h e  A r e a  C o u n c i l  l e v e l ,  a l l o w i n g  A r e a  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s  t o  d e l i v e r

s e r v i c e s  d i r e c t l y  t o  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  r u r a l  a n d  r e m o t e

a r e a s .  T h e  M i n i s t r y  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  U N D P  a n d  t h e

G o v e r n m e n t  o f  N e w  Z e a l a n d  f o r  t h e i r  c o n t i n u e d  p a r t n e r s h i p  i n

s t r e n g t h e n i n g  c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  s y s t e m s  a n d  i m p r o v i n g  p u b l i c

s e r v i c e  d e l i v e r y  i n  V a n u a t u .  
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New Dedicated Market Space for Women Vendors Handed over

in Port Vila 

The faci l i ty  is  part  of  broader rehabi l i tat ion works for  the Port  Vi la  Central

Market  and aims to provide a safe ,  organized,  and accessible space

specif ical ly  for  women vendors to conduct their  business act iv it ies .   

PVCC acknowledged UNDP’s  continued support  in  strengthening recovery

efforts  and improving essentia l  publ ic  faci l i t ies  fo l lowing the 2024

earthquake,  contr ibuting to safer  and more inclusive urban spaces in the

capital .  

A  new dedicated space for

women market  vendors has

been off ic ia l ly  handed over

to PVCC,  funded by UNDP as

part  of  i ts  earthquake

recovery support  for

Vanuatu.  

UN Women Support Women Vendors with New Equipment in
Port Vila 
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U N  W o m e n  h a s  o f f i c i a l l y  h a n d e d

o v e r  n e w  p r i n t i n g  e q u i p m e n t  t o

P V C C  a n d  t h e  S i l a e  V a n u a

A s s o c i a t i o n  o n  2 6  M a r c h  2 0 2 6 ,

u n d e r  t h e  M a r k e t s  f o r  C h a n g e  ( M 4 C )

p r o j e c t .  

t h
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Labour Department Conducts Nationwide Awareness Outreach 

The support  wi l l  enable PVCC and Si lae Vanua Market  Vendors Associat ion

to issue formal  identi f icat ion cards on the spot ,  ensuring that  vendors are

properly  registered,  recognized,  and able to access essentia l  services and

support  more ef f ic ient ly .  

PVCC acknowledged UN Women for  their  continued commitment to

empowering women vendors ,  not ing that  the init iat ive goes beyond

equipment by strengthening security ,  d ignity ,  and the formal izat ion of

the local  market  economy in Port  Vi la .   
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From 9  -  20  March,  the

Department of  Labour carr ied

out awareness programs

across Tanna,  Malekula ,  and

Santo to strengthen publ ic

understanding of  human

traff icking,  safe labour

mobi l i ty ,  employment r ights

and career  guidance for

students .  

t h t h

The outreach focused on the

National  Act ion Plan to

Combat Traff icking in Persons

(2024 -  2028) ,  h ighl ighting

prevention,  v ict im protect ion,

and prosecution of  of fenders .   
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PVCC Strengthens Regional Partnerships and Urban
Development Commitments at the 7  Pacific Urban Forum  th

In  addit ion,  the Department engaged with employers  and workers  to

asses workplace chal lenges and compliance with labour laws,  whi le  a lso

providing career  guidance to students on pr ior ity  sectors  a l igned with

national  development needs.  The program also introduceds “Leba

Konect” ,  a  new national  employment platform designed to improve job

matching,  recruitment transparency,  and labour market  data col lect ion.

The Department acknowledged the support  of  the ILO and New Zealand

Government through the Paci f ic  Cl imate Change Migrat ion and Human

Security  Program Phase I I .  
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PVCC act ively  part ic ipated in the 7  Paci f ic  Urban Forum (PUF7) ,  held at

APEC Haus in Port  Moresby,  PNG f rom 24  -  26  Mach 2026 .  The forum

brought together  Paci f ic  governments ,  local  authorit ies ,  development

partners ,  and urban pract it ioners  to address shared chal lenges and

opportunit ies  in  sustainable and resi l ient  urban development across the

region.  PVCC joined a broader nat ional  delegation led by the Minister  of

Internal  Affa irs ,  re inforcing a whole-of-government approach to urban

planning and development .  

t h

t h t h
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China Hands Over Modern Policing Equipment to Vanuatu
Police Force  

PVCC was represented by Commissioner  Mr .  S imon Tor  and Senior  Town

Planner Mr .  Manses Fatdal ,  who engaged with regional  c ity  leaders  and

development partners  to share Port  Vi la ’s  urban recovery experiences

fol lowing the 2024 earthquake.  Discussions focused on strengthening

regional  cooperat ion,  improving urban resi l ience,  and advancing inclusive

development .  On the s idel ines of  the forum, PVCC also advanced

discussions with the National  Capital  Distr ict  Commission (Port  Moresby)

on implementing the Sister  City  Agreement ,  including explor ing the

Active City  Development Program to promote healthier ,  safer ,  and more

vibrant publ ic  spaces in Port  Vi la .  
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The Government of  the People ’s  Republ ic  of  China has of f ic ia l ly  handed

over  modern pol ic ing equipment to the Vanuatu Pol ice Force (VPF) ,

including motorcycles ,  drones ,  and batons.  The handover  ceremony took

place today at  Cook Barracks and was off ic iated by the Minister  of  Internal

Affa irs ,  Hon.  Andrew Solomon Napuat ,  a longside the Commissioner  of

Pol ice and senior  pol ice executives
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PLTA Conducts Awareness on Proposed Bus Fare Review in
Efate

This  support  ref lects  the ongoing partnership between China and Vanuatu

in strengthening law enforcement capacity  and improving publ ic  safety.

The Vanuatu Pol ice Force expressed i ts  appreciat ion for  the donation,

not ing that  the new equipment wi l l  enhance community  pol ic ing,  improve

operat ional  mobi l i ty,  and strengthen the abi l i ty  to respond effect ively  to

incidents across the country.

On Monday 30 March 2026 ,  the Publ ic

Land Transport  Authority  (PLTA)  held

a publ ic  awareness session with bus

drivers  and members of  the publ ic  at

Malasitapu Church Hal l  in  Port  Vi la .

The session,  which ran f rom 1 :00pm to

3:00pm, a imed to explain the

proposed review of  bus fares within

Efate and to provide clari ty  on the

suggested fare structure for  di f ferent

travel  zones .
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Port Vila CBD Rebuild Update: Coordination of Road Upgrade
Works 

Under the proposal ,  fares  within the Port  Vi la  Municipal  boundary would

be set  at  VT 150,  whi le  travel  beyond 5km outside the municipal  area—

including routes to Eton,  Epule ,  Epau,  Onesua,  and Emua—would range

f rom VT200 to VT500.  PLTA also presented f indings f rom a 2025 publ ic

survey,  where 86% of  1 ,694 respondents did not  support  an increase to

VT200 within town l imits .  Drivers  a lso shared concerns over  r is ing

operat ional  costs ,  including fuel ,  maintenance,  road condit ions ,  and

vehicle  registrat ion fees ,  whi le  PLTA clari f ied that  the proposal  has

already been approved by the PLTA Board and is  currently  under publ ic

consultat ion before f inal  endorsement .
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The Department of  Urban Affairs  and Planning (DUAP) ,  together  with the

Publ ic  Works Department (PWD),  met today with the Embassy of  the

People’s  Republ ic  of  China in Vanuatu to advance discussions on planned

road upgrades within the Port  Vi la  Central  Business Distr ict  (CBD) .  The

meeting focused on strengthening coordinat ion among development

partners  to ensure inf rastructure improvements are wel l  a l igned and

effect ively  del ivered.
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During the discussions ,  i t  was highl ighted that  the Government of  China

has committed funding support  for  selected road upgrades within the

CBD,  complementing ongoing assistance f rom other  development

partners ,  including the Government of  Austral ia  through the Austral ian

High Commission in Vanuatu.  The Port  Vi la  CBD Project  Management Unit

(PMU) ,  under DUAP,  continues to coordinate the overal l  rebui ld in close

col laborat ion with the Port  Vi la  City  Counci l  to  ensure a  unif ied and

eff ic ient  recovery approach.
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